MOST CBD

Public Awareness, Education and
Participation concerning LMOs in Lao PDR

Asia and the Pacific Regional Training Workshop on
Public Awareness, Education and Participation concerning the
Safe Transfer, Handling and Use of LMOs
Hanoi, 25 - 29 March 2013

Viengpasith VANISAVETH
Technical Service Division, Biotechnology and Ecology Institute,

Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST)




Outline

~

e Status of Country’s Compliance to CPB

J

~N

e Lao National Biosafety Framework

J

e Public Awareness, Education and Participation

e The Difficulties/Challenges Encountered

e Future Plan J




CARTAGENA

PROTOCOL

ON Lao PDR:

BIOSAFETY

TO THE N |
CONVENTION e Ratification:

ON 03 August 2004
BIOLOGICAL * Entry into force:
e 01 November 2004
TEXT AND ANNEXES

)




Lao National Biosafety
Frameworks

Prime Minisier's Office
Scence Technology and Environment Agency

Viadiane 25 Decanbear 2004

Chapter I: The government Policy on
biosafety

Chapter Il: The regulatory regime for
biosafety

Chapter Ill: administrative systems
for biosafety

Chapter IV: mechanisms for public
education awareness and
participation (PEAP)

Chapter V: capacity building program
to implement Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety

Chapter VI: Project priorities to
implement Lao National Biosafety
Framework

http://www.unep.org/biosafety/National%20Biosafety%20frameworks.aspx



http://www.unep.org/biosafety/National%20Biosafety%20frameworks.aspx

\.‘

e Public awareness, education and participation concerning
LMOs

o Promoting public awareness, education, access to
information:

* Meeting and Workshops

* Training-workshop

e Publications and CD-ROMs
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* The Difficulties/Challenges Encountered

* Itis difficult to find local experts in the field of
biosafety as well as RA and RM

* Public awareness is still low

* Delay in the project activities, because of the
changes of the project management committee

* Slow update the information into national BCH



Future Plan

* Immediate continued activities to be implemented by 2013

@)

Organizing meeting, seminar and workshop concerning the safe
transfer, handling, and use of LMOs

Organizing the public awareness media (newspapers, journalists, TV,
website, etc)

Translation the CPB video to local language.

Translation the scenario of interactive video including CPB and BCH to
local language, as well as making CD-ROMs

update national database to the Lao BCH, as well as the information —
Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST
Jwebsite:http://www.most.gov.la



http://www.most.gov.la

e Future Plan (o

 Documents in the process
o Draft Biosafety Law

o Curriculum for higher education on biosafety: plan for the
National University of Laos.

o Development of the biosafety awareness materials and training
mechanisms for mass media
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